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Method of Inducing or Modulating Immune Response 

The present invention relates to the use of a polynucleotide, polypeptide and proteins 
encoded by or derived from such polynucleotide, along with uses for the polynucleotide, 
5 polypeptide and proteins and to a method of inducing or modulating immune response to an 
antigen and further relates to a method of determining the immune status of an individual 
with respect to a given antigen. In particular, the invention relates to the use of axotrophin, 
also known as MARCH VII to induce or regulate immune response to an antigen whether 
foreign or self, suitably in a vertebrate, for example a mammal. The invention also provides 
10 isolated axotrophin and nucleotides and polypeptides encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin, compositions containing one or more thereof and assay methods. 

As used herein, reference to axotrophin includes a reference to a polynucleotide or 
polypeptide sequence having at least 75*% and preferably at least 90% sequence identity to 

15 an identifying sequence of axotrophin. The finding that axotrophin plays a significant role in 
the immune response of an individual enables its use in numerous applications in a variety 
of techniques known to those skilled in the art of molecular biology, such as use as 
hybridization probes, use as primers for PCR, use in an array, use in computer-readable 
media, use in sequencing full-length genes, , use in the recombinant production of protein, 

20 and use in the generation of anti-sense DNA or RNA, their chemical analogs and the like. 

Identified polynucleotide and polypeptide sequences have numerous applications in, for 
example, diagnostics, forensics, gene mapping, identification of mutations responsible for 
genetic disorders or other traits, to assess biodiversity, use as primers in expression assays 

25 and to produce many other types of data and products dependent on DNA and amino acid 
sequences. Axotrophin is known and details of the axotrophin gene may be found in the 
GenBank database and elsewhere under various Accession Numbers including AK022973 
and NM_022826.2 (human) and AF1 55739 and NM_020575 (murine). Human axotrophin 
protein sequence may be found under Accession Number NP_073737.1 and murine 

30 axotrophin protein under NP_065600.1. These sequences are set out below as Sequence 
Identification Numbers 001 to 004 respectively. Axotrophin is one of 216 genes identified as 
being enriched in mouse embryonic, neural and hematopoietic stem cells as disclosed in 
Science, Vol 298, 597-600 18 October 2002 and is said (in Table 1) to participate in 
signaling and the ubiquitin pathway. Genes & Development 15:2660-2674 published in 2001 

35 discloses that mouse protein axotrophin has a RING-CH domain and is required for normal 
brain development and that disruption of the axotrophin gene may result in neural 
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degeneration and callosal agenesis. There would appear to be little else known about the 
function of axotrophin from the published literature. 

The present inventor has now found that axotrophin induces or regulates immune response 
5 to an antigen at the genomic, mRNA and/or protein level. It is believed regulation may be 
manipulated through antisense DNA or RNA or binding molecules. Additionally, axotrophin 
has been found to regulate T lymphocyte cell proliferation and to regulate release of 
leukemia inhibitory factor (LIF) for example from activated T lymphocyte cells as set out in 
the Examples below. WO 03/052424 discloses that c-kit (CD117), STAT3, stem cell factor 
10 (SCF) and LIF are elevated in tolerant immune responses and that these may be used in 
modulating immune response generated to an antigen. A LIF murine sequence is available 
at SWISSPROT P09056. A human sequence is available at SWISSPROT P15018. 

The invention provides the use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by 
1 5 or derived from axotrophin to induce or to regulate directly or indirectly the immune response 
to an antigen, whether a "foreign" antigen (for example allogeneic, xenogeneic, procaryotic, 
viral or synthetic) or autologous ("self) antigen. 

Manipulation of the immune response may be in ex vivo, in vivo or in vitro cell population. 

20 

Any reference to "regulation" of the immune response in relation to this invention includes 
regulating phenotypic development and maintenance of cell populations that regulate 
immunity to a given antigen. 

25 Reference herein to materials "derived from" axotrophin includes, by way of example, anti- 
sense sequences including RNAi, whether single or multiple stranded, and small molecules 
binding to polypeptides or polynucleotides of axotrophin, including antibody especially 
monoclonal antibody. Reference to materials derived "directly or indirectly" from axotrophin 
includes any such polynucleotides or small molecules. 

30 

Reference herein to "polypeptide" includes protein and especially mature protein. 

The invention also provides the use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide 
encoded by or derived from axotrophin in the manufacture of a medicament to induce or to 
35 regulate directly or indirectly the immune response of a vertebrate to an antigen, whether a 
"foreign" antigen (for example allogeneic, xenogeneic, prokaryotic, viral or synthetic) or 
autologous ("self) antigen. 
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The medicament produced according to the invention is suitable for treating an individual to 
reduce rejection of transplanted tissue, cells or organ. 

5 The invention further provides for use of axotrophin or a polynucleotide encoded by or 
derived from axotrophin to regulate expression of LIF. LIF may induce or regulate directly or 
indirectly the immune response of a vertebrate to an antigen, whether a "foreign" antigen (for 
example allogeneic, xenogeneic, procaryotic, viral or synthetic) or autologous ("self) 
antigen. 

10 

Suitably, use of polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin allows 
cancerous immune cells that are sensitive to LIF to be targeted ex vivo or in vivo. 

Without wishing to be bound by any theory, it is believed that axotrophin also regulates the 
expression of Foxp3 and SOCS3 at the genomic and/or protein level and that this plays a 
role in T cell regulation. 

The invention provides in a further embodiment for use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or 
polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin to induce or regulate T cell 
20 proliferation in a cell population in an in vivo, ex vivo or in vitro environment. The T cells are 
preferably T lymphocyte cells. 

Advantageously, the present invention may be used to guide the immune response of a 
vertebrate for example a mammal to accept a transplanted organ, tissue, cell, gene or gene 
25 product, artificial substance, or any other agent utilized within the body, for example for a 
therapeutic purpose. The invention is especially applicable in the use of stem cells in 
therapy or otherwise. 

The immune suppressive activity of axotrophin may be used to protect introduced biological 
30 materials from immune attack, for example in transplantation of cells, to treat diseases 
including neurodegenerative diseases, tissues for grafting or example bone marrow, skin, 
cartilage, bone, tendons, muscle including cardiac muscle, blood vessels, cornea, neural 
cells, gastrointestinal cells and others and organs for transplantation including kidney, liver, 
pancreas including the islet cells, heart and lung. 

35 

Suitably, expression of the encoded or derived from axotrophin polypeptide or regulatory 
polypeptide or polynucleotide sequences that influence axotrophin activity may be modified 
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in the host immune cells ex vivo to bias the immune response to accept the introduced 
biological materials. Alternatively, or additionally, expression of axotrophin within the 
biological materials may be modulated ex vivo to carry immunomodulatory properties when 
introduced in vivo. 

5 

Axotrophin may be employed in the treatment of immune disorders including severe 
combined immunodeficiency (SCID) by regulating, up or down, T lymphocytes as well as 
effecting the cytolytic activity of NK cells and other cell populations. These immune 
deficiencies may be genetic or be caused by viral (for example, HIV) as well as bacterial or 

10 fungal infections, or may result from autoimmune disorders. More specifically, infectious 
diseases caused by viral, bacterial, fungal or other infection may be treatable using a protein 
or polynucieotideencoded by or derived from axotrophin including infections by HIV, hepatitis 
viruses, herpes viruses, mycobacteria, Leishmania spp., malaria spp. and various fungal 
infections such as candidiasis as well as where a boost to the immune system generally may 

15 be desirable, for example in the treatment of cancer. 

Autoimmune disorders which may be treated using a protein or polynucleotide encoded by 
or derived from axotrophin include, for example, connective tissue disease, multiple 
sclerosis, systemic lupus erythematosus, rheumatoid arthritis, autoimmune pulmonary 

20 inflammation, Guitlain-Barre syndrome, autoimmune thyroiditis, insulin dependent diabetes 
mellitis, myasthenia gravis, graft-versus-host disease and autoimmune inflammatory eye 
disease. Such a protein (or antagonists thereof, including antibodies) of the present 
invention may also to be useful in the treatment of allergic reactions and conditions (for 
example, anaphylaxis, serum sickness, drug reactions, food allergies, insect venom 

25 allergies, mastocytosis, allergic rhinitis, hypersensitivity pneumonitis, urticaria, angioedema, 
eczema, atopic dermatitis, allergic contact dermatitis, erythema multiforme, Stevens- 
Johnson syndrome, allergic conjunctivitis, atopic keratoconjunctivitis, venereal 
keratoconjunctivitis, giant papillary conjunctivitis and contact allergies), such as asthma 
(particularly allergic asthma) or other respiratory problems. 

30 

In using axotrophin, down regulation may be in the form of inhibiting or blocking an immune 
response already in progress or may involve preventing the induction of an immune 
response. 

35 The use of axotrophin in down regulating or preventing one or more functions during the 
immune response for example in reducing interferon gamma release, may be useful in 
situations of tissue, skin and organ transplantation and in graft-versus-host disease 
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(GVHD). Up regulating aggressive immune responses by down modulation of axotrophin or 
a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin is also useful. 
Upregulation of immune responses may be in the form of enhancing an existing immune 
response or eliciting an initial immune response. For example, enhancing an immune 
5 response may be useful in cases of viral infection, including systemic viral diseases such as 
influenza and the common cold. Regulation of axotrophin suitably facilitates a T cell- 
mediated immune response against tumour cells. 

A polypeptide of axotrophin may be involved in regulating in chemotactic or chemokinetic 
10 activity for mammalian cells, including, for example, monocytes, fibroblasts, neutrophils, T- 
cells, mast cells, eosinophils, epithelial and/or endothelial cells. The invention p-rovides 
chemotactic or chemokinetic compositions for example proteins, antibodies, binding 
partners, or modulators containing axotrophin or polynucleotides or polypeptides encoded by 
or derived from axotrophin, provide particular advantages in treatment of wounds ar»d other 
15 trauma to tissues, as well as in treatment of localized infections. For example, attraction of 
lymphocytes, monocytes or neutrophils to tumors or sites of infection may result in innproved 
immune responses against the tumor or infecting agent. 

The invention may also suitably be used to guide the immune system to allow for 
20 acceptance of, or at least reduced aggressive response to, an antigen associated -with an 
autoimmune disease or disorder, whether eliciting the innate or adaptive immune response 
during the auto-immune reaction. 

Further, the invention may be used to guide the immune response to reject an organ, tissue, 
25 cell, pathogen such as a prokaryote, yeast or fungus, parasite or virus, a gene or gene 
product, an artificial substance, or any other agent that may invade or be taken into the 
body, or be generated within the body, wherein that agent is unwanted, diseased {for 
example neoplastic tissue or infected tissue), or otherwise deleterious to the host patient. 

30 The invention also may be used to enhance the degree of immune response against antigen 
following vaccination, especially in cases where current vaccination procedures are of limited 
success in generating a protective immune rejection response against biological agents, 
including for example those associated with germ warfare. 

35 An especially advantageous aspect of the invention is the specificity of response generated 
on activation by a specific antigen. The immune response may be guided to tolerance or 
aggression by signal pathway modulation in vivo. On challenge with an antigen, responsive 
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cells may be guided towards tolerance or aggression in accordance with various aspects of 
the invention and non-responsive cells remain unaffected by the regulatory adaptation. The 
target antigen itself triggers responsive cells or responsive cell populations: cells capable of 
responding only to other antigens are not triggered, and are therefore not receptive to 
5 guiding towards tolerance or aggression towards the relevant antigen at that time. As an 
alternative or supplement, immune cells may be guided to regulatory tolerance, or 
aggression ex vivo. Immune cells, for example of blood and/or spleen, may be removed, 
treated with antigen and guided to tolerance or aggression, before being returned to the 
individual. 

10 

As used herein, the term "antigen" has the meaning generally understood in the art and 
includes any naturally occurring, recombinant or synthetic product such as a polypeptide, 
which may be glycosylated. The term antigen also includes complexes of protein carriers 
and non-protein molecules such as steroids, carbohydrates or polynucleotides. 

15 

Antigen is also used herein to refer to any substance which comprises a plurality of antigens 
and epitopes, for example a cell or tissue, organ, implant, indeed any substance to which an 
immune response can be mounted by the immune system of a vertebrate, for example a 
•mammal. 

20 

The antigen may be an antigen of a pathogenic organism associated with human or animal 
disease. Organisms which cause animal disease include for example foot and mouth 
disease virus, Newcastle disease virus, rabies virus and Salmonella species. Organisms 
which cause human disease include for example bacteria such as Salmonella species 

25 including S. typhimurium and S. typhi, Staphylococcus such asS. aureus, Pertussis, Vibrio 
cholera, pathogenic E. coli, Mycobacteria species such as M. tuberculosis and 
M.paratuberculosis. Viral organisms include for example HIV-1 or HIV-2 (which include the 
viral antigens gp!60/120), HBV (which includes surface or core antigens), HAV, HCV, HPV 
(for example HPV-16), HSV-1 or-2, Epstein Barr virus (EBV), neurotropic virus, adenovirus, 

30 cytomegalovirus, polio myelitis virus, and measles virus. 

Small pox and anthrax are also pathogens of interest and which may be subject to the 
present invention. Eukaryotic pathogens include yeast, such as C. albicans, aspergillus, 
schistosomes, protozoans, amoeba, plasmodia, including for malaria, toxoplasma, giardia 
35 and leishmania. 
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The antigen may also be a tumour associated antigen. Such antigens include CEA, alpha 
fetal protein (AFP), neu/HER2, polymorphic endothelia mucin (PEM), N-CAM and Lewis Y. 

5 The antigen may be an abnormally expressed antigen, such as p53 or virally-modified 
antigen. 

Antigens such as those mentioned above may be obtained in the form of proteins purified 
from cultures of the organism, or more preferably by recombinant production of the desired 
10 antigen. Antigens may also be produced by chemical synthesis, for example employing an 
automated peptide synthesiser such as are commercially available. 



Instead of wild-type polypeptide, an appropriate fragment may be used provided the desired 
activity is retained. The skilled person is readily able to make changes to amino acid 
15 sequence of any polypeptide in a conservative manner, for example without abolishing 
function. 



A further aspect of the present invention provides a method of modulating an immune 
response to an antigen in an individual, the method including provision in the individual of 
20 axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin. 

Such provision may be by administration of the polypeptide or polypeptides, or may be by 
administration of polynucleotide encoding the polypeptide or polypeptides. A further 
approach comprises administration of a substance that upregulates expression of the 
25 polypeptide or polypeptides, for example by binding the promoter or other regulatory element 
of the relevant gene. 

The present invention also provides for a method of modulating an immune response of an 
individual to an antigen, the method comprising administering a substance that affects 
30 activity of axotrophin in the individual. 

The amount of polypeptides expressed directly or indirectly by axotrophin in the individual 
may be modulated either upwards, so that activity is increased or augmented, or 
downwards, so that activity is decreased or reduced. Increased activity is associated with a 
35 promotion of immune tolerance, while decreased activity is associated with a promotion of 
immune response against the antigen, that is an aggressive response. 
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Thus, in accordance with the present invention there is provided a method of manipulating 
the response of the immune system to a given antigen, for example increasing tolerance of 
the immune system of an individual to an antigen, the method comprising administering to 
5 the individual axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin or a substance that enhances the amount or activity of polypeptide expressed 
directly or indirectly by axotrophin. 

Further, in accordance with the present invention there is provided a method of potentiating 
10 or increasing the aggressive response of the immune system of an individual against an 
antigen, the method comprising administering to the individual a substance that decreases 
the amount or activity of a polypeptide expressed directly or indirectly by axotrophin. 

A substance may decrease the amount or activity of polypeptide expressed directly or 
15 indirectly by axotrophin by binding or otherwise interacting with it. Such a substance may be 
for example an antibody molecule with appropriate binding specificity, or other peptidyl or 
non-peptidyl molecule that binds the polypeptide. Production of the polypeptide, may be 
reduced by for example down-regulating promoter function of the relevant gene or by 
targeting encoding mRNA to reduce translation {for example by antisense or dsRNA 
20 inhibition, RNAi, or ribozyme digestion) or by means of a substance that promotes 
degradation of the polypeptide, for example using ubiquitination. 

A substance may increase activity of polypeptide expressed directly or indirectly by 
axotrophin by means of binding, for instance by binding to a promoter or enhancer region of 
25 an encoding polynucleotide sequence to increase promoter function. 

A further aspect of the invention provides a method of enhancing an aggressive immune 
response against an antigen in an individual, or of providing an enhanced aggressive 
immune response or reduced aggressive immune response, or of promoting tolerance in an 
30 individual, the method comprising administering to the individual a composition comprising 
the antigen or polynucleotide encoding the antigen and administering a composition which 
comprises a polypeptide expressed directly or indirectly by axotrophin or a substance that 
alters the amount or activity of such a polypeptide in an individual. 

35 Two or more compositions may be provided as a combined preparation for simultaneous or 
sequential administration. 
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The level of materials produced on expression of axotrophin, for example LIF may be 
altered, for example via encoding polynucleotide, or by alteration of endogenous expression 
levels, or by alteration of polypeptide activity, for example by means of a small molecule or 
other active agent, so as to modulate the presence or degree of tolerance or aggression that 
5 the immune system of an individual shows to an antigen of interest. The present invention 
may be used in a variety of contexts, including conditioning of the immune system with 
respect to a planned transplant, to potential challenge with a pathogen or other foreign body, 
to transformed cells of the host, for example cancer cells or virally-infected cells, and in an 
autoimmune disorder. 

10 

An aggressive immune response modulated or affected in accordance with the present 
invention may be an inappropriate immune response, for example in an autoimmune 
disease, or an appropriate immune response, for example in response to a pathogen. 

1 5 Axotrophin has been found to provide regulation of the immune response in a vertebrate for 
example a mammal including human. Suitably the response is a tolerogenic immune 
response to an antigen in the vertebrate. 

In a further embodiment, the present invention provides for use of axotrophin or a 
20 polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin for assaying immune 
status. Axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin 
is suitable for useful in clinical medicine or veterinary medicine. 

The invention also provides a method for determining immune status of an individual, the 
25 method comprising determining the level of expression of axotrophin or a polypeptide or 
polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin in a test sample comprising tissue, 
cells and/or bodily fluid removed or obtained from the individual and comparing the level for 
the test sample with that of a control sample, wherein a level in the test sample greater than 
that of the control sample is indicative that the immune status in the individual comprises a 
30 tolerant immune response, or wherein a level in the test sample lower than that of the control 
sample is indicative that the immune status in the individual comprises an aggressive 
immune response. 

An assay of immune status may be used to assess immune status of an individual in relation 
35 to immune response to a pathogen, immune response to a diseased tissue such as a 
tumour, tolerance to a transplanted tissue, cell or other material (for example to indicate a 
status of tolerance to an organ allograft or xenograft when it is desired to reduce or remove 
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immunosuppressive therapy to the recipient). Thus, such an assay may be used in a 
diagnostic context, to determine the status of the immune system of an individual. It may be 
used to assess the benefit or success of ongoing treatment. 

5 The method is particularly beneficial for determining immune status of an individual having a 
tissue or cell transplant and optionally is undergoing therapy. Suitably, the level is 
determined for a test sample comprising peripheral blood. Reference herein to an 
"individual" includes animal as well as human. 

10 A further aspect provides for use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded 
by or derived from axotrophin or a substance that alters amount or activity thereof in an 
individual as disclosed, in the manufacture of a medicament to boost or reduce an 
aggressive immune response in an individual against an antigen or to alter tolerance of the 
immune system to an antigen, or for use in any method of treatment as set out herein. Such 

15 a medicament is generally for administration for treatment or prevention of a disease or 
disorder associated with the antigen, whether the antigen be of a pathogen, disease cell 
such as a tumour, or a material to be transplanted, such as an organ, tissue or cell. 

Generally, such a substance according to the present invention is provided in an isolated 
20 and/or purified form, that is substantially pure. In a preferred embodiment, the substance is 
in a composition where it suitably represents at least 80% active ingredient, preferably at 
least 90%, more preferably at least 95% and especially at least 98% by weight of the 
composition. 

25 A polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin or a peptidyl substance that affects the 
activity or amount such a polypeptide, for example by binding with it (such as an antibody 
molecule) or by binding with a promoter element that affects the polypeptide production by 
expression from the encoding gene, or other polypeptide that may be used in any aspect or 
embodiment of the present invention, may be produced by recombinant expression. 

30 

A substance to be given to an individual in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention may be administered in a "prophylactically effective amount' or a "therapeutically 
effective amount" as desired. A prophylactic effect may be sufficient to potentiate or reduce 
an aggressive immune response of an individual to a subsequent challenge with antigen 
35 (depending on whether an aggressive immune response against antigen or a tolerigenic 
response is desired). Most preferably the effect is sufficient to prevent the individual from 
suffering one or more clinical symptoms as a result of subsequent challenge with antigen. A 
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therapeutic effect is sufficient to potentiate or reduce an aggressive immune response of an 
individual to pre-existing reaction, preferably sufficient to antagonise the reaction, wholly or 
partially, for example in an autoimmune disorder or in transplant rejection. Most preferably 
the effect is sufficient to ameliorate one or more clinical symptoms. The actual amount 
5 administered, and rate and time-course of administration, will depend on the nature and 
severity of what is being treated. Prescription of treatment, for example decisions on dosage 
etc, is within the responsibility of general practitioners and other medical doctors, and 
typically takes account of the disorder to be treated, the condition of the individual patient, 
the site of delivery, the method of administration and other factors known to practitioners. 
10 Examples of the techniques and protocols mentioned above can be found in Remington's 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, 16th edition, Osol, A. (ed). 1980. 

The invention also provides a ribozyme having specificity for a polynucleotide of the 
invention based upon the nucleotide sequence of axotrophin. 

15 

In addition, the invention encompasses methods for the manufacture of a medicament for 
treating conditions of or related to the immune system comprising administering a compound 
or other substance that modulates the overall activity of axotrophin or a polypeptide or 
- polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin. Compounds and other substances j 
20 can effect such modulation either on the level of target gene/protein expression or target 
protein activity. 

The invention in a further aspect provides isolated axotrophin a polynucleotide or a 
polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin, including recombinant DNA molecules, 
25 cloned genes or degenerate variants thereof, especially naturally occurring variants such as 
splice variants, allelic variants, antisense polynucleotide molecules, and antibodies that 
specifically recognise one or more epitopes present on such polypeptides, as well as 
hybridomas producing such antibodies. 

30 The polynucleotide sequences of the present invention also include a segment of axotrophin 
that uniquely identifies or represents the sequence information of axotrophin. Isolated 
polynucleotide sequences may be produced by cloning the appropriate polynucleotide 
sequence and expressing it in a vector according to methods known in the art. 

35 The polynucleotides of the present invention also include a polynucleotide that hybridizes 
under stringent hybridization conditions to (a) the complement of axotrophin; (b) a 
polynucleotide nucleotide sequence encoding axotrophin; (c) a polynucleotide which is an 
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allelic variant of axotrophin; (d) a polynucleotide which encodes a species homolog (for 
example orthologs) encoded by or derived from axotrophin or (e) a polynucleotide that 
encodes a polypeptide comprising a specific domain or truncation of any of the polypeptides 
encoded by or derived from axotrophin. 

5 

As a means of providing the immune response, delivery of a functional gene encoding 
polypeptides encoded by or derived from axotrophin to appropriate cells is suitably effected 
ex vivo, in situ, or in vivo suitably by the use of vectors, and more particularly viral vectors 
(for example, adenovirus, adeno-associated virus, or a retrovirus), or ex vivo by use of 

10 physical DNA transfer methods (for example, liposomes or chemical treatments). Naked 
DNA or RNA may be used for expression of an encoded gene product in vivo. Naked DNA 
may be delivered using direct injection or by use of gene-guns (Yang etal., 1990) or any 
other suitable technique, such as topically for example for treatment of psoriasis. Cells 
transformed or transfected or otherwise genetically engineered to contain axotrophin or a 

15 polynucleotide encoded or derived from thereby or to express axotrophin polypeptide may 
be employed to deliver the functional material. 

In a further aspect, the invention provides a vector for the expression of axotrophin, a 
polynucleotide sequence or a polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin, the vector 
20 containing axotrophin or a polynucleotide sequence encoding axotrophin, for example a 
polynucleotide sequence complementary thereto or the reverse thereof, a promoter 
sequence and a termination sequence. 

Viral vectors may be used to deliver axotrophin or a polynucleotide encoded by it for 
25 production, suitably in vivo. Axotrophin or a polynucleotide encoded by axotrophin which 
encodes a polypeptide or other peptidyl molecule for use according to the present invention 
may be used in a method of gene therapy. This requires use of suitable regulatory elements 
for expression and a suitable vector for deliver of the expression unit (coding sequence and 
regulatory elements) to host cells in vivo. A variety of vectors, both viral vectors and plasmid 
30 vectors, are known in the art, see for example US Patent No. 5,252, 479 and WO 93/07282 
and countless other publications. In particular, a number of viruses have been used as gene 
transfer vectors, including papovaviruses, such as SV40, vaccinia virus, herpes viruses, 
including HSV and EBV, and retroviruses. Many gene therapy protocols in the prior art have 
used disabled murine retroviruses. A variety of adenovirus and adeno-associated viral 
35 vectors have been developed. Alternatives to viral vectors include transfer mediated by 
liposomes and direct DNA uptake and receptor- mediated DNA transfer. 
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Expression of polynucleotides or polypeptides encoded by or derived from axotrophin is 
suitably under the control of inducible regulatory elements, in which case the regulatory 
sequences of the endogenous gene may be replaced by homologous recombination. Gene 
targeting may be used to replace a gene's existing regulatory region with a regulatory 
5 sequence isolated from a different gene or a novel regulatory sequence synthesized by 
genetic engineering methods. Such regulatory sequences may be comprised of promoters, 
enhancers, scaffold-attachment regions, negative regulatory elements, transcriptional 
initiation sites, regulatory protein binding sites or combinations of said sequences. 
Alternatively, sequences which affect the structure or stability of the RNA or protein 
10 produced may be replaced, removed, added, or otherwise modified by targeting. These 
sequences include polyadenylation signals, mRNA stability elements, splice sites, leader 
sequences for enhancing or modifying transport or secretion properties of the protein, or 
other sequences which alter or improve the function or stability of protein or RNA molecules. 

15 Other methods inhibiting expression of a polypeptide include the introduction of antisense 
molecules to the polynucleotides of the present invention, their complements, their 
transcribed RNA sequences, or translated products of RNA by methods known in the art. 
Further, the polypeptides of the present invention can be inhibited by using targeted deletion 
methods, or the insertion of a negative regulatory element such as a silencer, which is tissue 

20 specific. "Gene silencing" technology is disclosed by Fire et al in EP-A-1 042462 and Nature 
Vol 391 pp 806 to 81 1 , "Potent and specific genetic interference by double stranded RMA in 
C elegans". 

The term "isolated" as used herein refers to a polynucleotide or polypeptide separated from 
25 at least one other component (for example, polynucleotide or polypeptide) present with the 
polynucleotide or polypeptide in its natural source. In one embodiment, the polynucleotide or 
polypeptide is found in the presence of (if anything) only a solvent, buffer, ion, or other 
component normally present in a solution of the same. The terms "isolated" and "purified" do 
not encompass polynucleotides or polypeptides present in their natural source. 

30 

The term "degenerative variant" as used herein includes nucleotide sequences that differ 
from the sequence according to the invention but due to the degeneracy encode an identical 
polypeptide sequence or a sequence having at least 75% and preferably at least 90% 
sequence identity thereto. 

35 

A collection of sequence information for axotrophin or identifying information for it can be 
provided on a polynucleotide array. In one embodiment, segments of sequence information 
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are provided on a polynucleotide array to detect the polynucleotide that contains axotrophin 
or an axotrophin segment. The array can be designed to detect full-match or mismatch to 
axotrophin. The collection can also be provided in a computer-readable format. 

5 The invention further provides cells genetically engineered to contain axotrophin or a vector 
according to the invention as described herein. Suitably the cells according to the invention, 
preferably host cells, have been transformed or transfected with axotrophin or another 
polynucleotide of the invention to express axotrophin or a polynucleotide or polypeptide 
sequence encoded by or derived from axotrophin. Known transformation, transfection or 

10 infection methods may be employed. 

Systems for cloning and expression of a polynucleotide or polypeptide in a variety of 
different cells are known. Suitable host cells include bacteria, eukaryotic cells such as 
mammalian and yeast, and baculovirus systems. Mammalian cell lines available in the art for 
15 expression of a heterologous polypeptide include Chinese hamster ovary cells, HeLa cells, 
baby hamster kidney cells, COS cells and many others. A common, preferred bacterial host 
is E. coli. 

A still further aspect provides a method which includes introducing the polynucleotide into a 
20 host cell. The introduction, which may (particularly for in vitro introduction) be generally 
referred to without limitation as a transformation, may employ any available technique. 

For eukaryotic cells, suitable techniques may include calcium phosphate transfection, DEAE- 
Dextran, electroporation, liposome-mediated transfection and transduction using retrovirus 
25 or other virus, for example vaccinia or, for insect cells, baculovirus. For bacterial cells, 
suitable techniques may include calcium chloride transformation, electroporation and 
transfection using bacteriophage. As an alternative, direct injection of the polynucleotide 
could be employed. Marker genes such as antibiotic resistance or sensitivity genes may be 
used in identifying clones containing polynucleotide of interest, as is well known in the art. 

30 

The introduction may be followed by causing or allowing expression from the polynucleotide, 
for example by culturing host cells (which may include cells actually transformed although 
more likely the cells will be descendants of the transformed cells) under conditions for 
expression of the gene, so that the encoded peptide or polypeptide is produced. If the 
35 peptide or polypeptide is expressed coupled to an appropriate signal leader peptide it may 
be secreted from the cell into the culture medium. Following production by expression, a 
peptide or polypeptide may be isolated and/or purified from the host cell and/or culture 
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medium, as the case may be, and subsequently used as desired, for example in the 
formulation of a composition 

Suitably the polynucleotides of axotrophin expressed in cells in vivo are in operative 
5 association with a regulatory sequence heterologous to the host cell which drives expression 
of the polynucleotides in the cell. These methods can be used to increase or decrease the 
expression of the polynucleotides of the present invention. 
The invention also relates to methods for producing axotrophin polypeptide comprising 
growing a culture of cells of the invention in a suitable culture medium under conditions 
10 permitting expression of the desired polypeptide, and purifying the polypeptide from the 
culture or from the host cells. Preferred embodiments include those in which the protein 
produced by such process is a mature form of the protein and any other polypeptides that 
retain any functional activity of the mature protein. 
In a preferred embodiment, a polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin is used to 
15 generate an antibody that specifically binds the polypeptide. Such antibodies, particularly 
monoclonal antibodies, are useful for detecting or quantitating the polypeptide in tissue 
especially for immune diagnostic purposes. Polypeptides of the invention may be produced 
in whole or part by recombinant means but may be chemically synthesized. 

20 Such a method may comprise bringing a population of antibody molecules into contact with 
axotrophin or a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin and 
selecting one or more antibody molecules of the population able to bind and/or affect the 
activity of the polypeptide or polynucleotide. 

25 Antibody molecules may routinely be obtained using technologies such as phage display, 
by-passing direct involvement of an animal's immune system. Instead of or as well as 
immunising an animal, a method of obtaining antibody molecules as disclosed may involve 
displaying the population of antibody molecules on the surface of bacteriophage particles, 
each particle containing polynucleotide encoding the antibody molecule displayed on its 

30 surface. Polynucleotide may be taken from a bacteriophage particle displaying an antibody 
molecule able to bind a peptide or peptides of interest, for manipulation and/or use in 
production of the encoded antibody molecule or a derivative thereof (for example a fusion 
protein, a molecule including a constant region or other amino acids, and so on). Instead of 
using bacteriophage for display (as for example in W092/01047), ribosomes or polysomes 

35 may be used, for example as disclosed in US-A-5643768, US-A-5658754, W095/1 1 922. 

A peptide or peptides may be administered to a non-human mammal to bring them into 
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contact with a population of antibody molecules produced by the mammal's immune system, 
then one or more antibody molecules able to bind the peptide or peptides may be taken from 
the mammal, or cells producing such antibody molecules may be taken from the mammal. 
The mammal may be sacrificed. 

5 

If cells are taken from the mammal, such cells may be used to produce the desired sntibody 
molecules, or descendants or derivative cell lines may be used. Such descendants or 
derivatives in particular may include hybridoma cells. 

0 Antibody molecules may be provided in isolated form, either individually or in a mixture. A 
plurality of antibody molecules may be provided in isolated form. 

Preferred antibodies according to the invention are isolated, in the sense of being free from 
contaminants such as antibodies able to bind other polypeptides and/or free of serum 
5 components. Monoclonal antibodies are preferred for some purposes, though polyclonal 
antibodies are within the scope of the present invention. 

Antibodies useful in accordance with the present invention may be modified in a number of 
ways. Indeed the term "antibody molecule" should be construed as covering antibody 

>0 fragments and derivatives comprising an antibody antigen-binding domain enabling II to bind 
an antigen or epitope. Example antibody fragments, capable of binding an antigen or other 
binding partner are the Fab fragment consisting of the VL, VH, CI and CH1 domains; the Fd 
fragment consisting of the VH and CH1 domains; the Fv fragment consisting of thes VL and 
VH domains of a single arm of an antibody; the dAb fragment which consists of a VH 

>5 domain; isolated CDR regions and F(ab') 2 fragments, a bivalent fragment including two Fab 
fragments linked by a disulphide bridge at the hinge region. Single chain Fv fragments are 
also included. 

Cells may be cultured ex vivo in the presence of proteins or polynucleotides encod ed by or 
JO derived from axotrophin in order to generate a desired immune response for example 
immunosuppression for subsequent reintroduction in vivo to allow introduction of 
immunogenic biological material. In other uses, prevention of the expression or inhibiting the 
activity of axotrophin may be desirable so as to augment aggressive immune activity against 
antigens. Antisense therapy or gene therapy may suitably be employed to negatively 
35 regulate the expression of polypeptides or polynucleotides encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin. 
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Modification of cells or tissues to permit, increase or decrease expression of endogenous 
axotrophin polypeptide to provide increased polypeptide expression by replacing in whole or 
part the naturally occurring promoter with a heterologous promoter so that the cells express 
5 the protein at higher levels or show induced expression in response to pharmaceutical 
compounds. 

In a further aspect, the invention provides for manipulating, for example enhancing 
production of autologous or other stem cells or precursor cells and/or immune cells ex vivo 
10 by introduction to the cell of axotrophin or a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded by or 
derived from axotrophjn. The cells are manipulated prior to in vivo delivery for therapeutic 
purpose, particularly for regulating the immune response. 

In a preferred embodiment, lymphocytes from an individual may be cultured ex vivo in the 
15 presence of one or more specific differentiation factors {for example target antigen for a 
given T cell receptor ("TCR") and the response to that antigen adapted, modified or qualified 
to be regulated for tolerance or to be aggressive to the antigen, using up or down regulation 
of polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin. The ex vivo derived 
differentiated clones may be propagated and may be used to treat the recipient, especially 
20 the original donor, to regulate the immune response. For example, a recipient may be 
rendered specifically tolerant to a foreign organ allograft prior to receiving the organ graft 
itself. 

The modulation or inducing of an immune response in the methods of the present invention 
25 may be provided by polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin, 
analogs including fragments and fusion proteins, antibodies and other binding proteins and 
chemical compounds that directly inhibit or activate the polypeptides of axotrophin activity in 
the immune response. 

30 Polynucleotide molecules and vectors according to the present invention may be provided in 
isolated and/or purified form, for example in substantially pure or homogeneous form. The 
term "isolate" may be used to reflect all these possibilities. 

A peptide, polypeptide, antibody, polynucleotide or other molecule or agent for use in 
35 accordance with the present invention may be formulated into a composition, and is useful in 
pharmaceutical contexts. 
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The present invention also relates to a composition containing isolated axotrophin or a 
polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin and a pharmaceutically 
acceptable diluent, carrier or excipient which is suitably non-toxic and should not interfere 
with the efficacy of the active ingredient. The precise nature of the carrier or other material 
5 may depend on the route of administration, for example oral, intravenous, cutaneous or 
subcutaneous, nasal, intramuscular, intraperitoneal routes. 

The diluent, carrier or excipient may be in the form of a gel, an oil or a liposome and, 
independently, preferably comprises a hydrophilic material, for example water. The precise 
10 nature of the carrier or other material may depend on the route of administration, for 
example oral, intravenous, cutaneous or subcutaneous, nasal, intramuscular, Intraperitoneal 
routes. 

Compositions for oral administration may be in tablet, capsule, powder or liquid form. A 
15 tablet may include a solid carrier such as gelatin or an adjuvant. Liquid pharmaceutical 
compositions generally include a liquid carrier such as water, petroleum, animal or vegetable 
oils, mineral oil or synthetic oil. Physiological saline solution, dextrose or other saccharide 
solution or glycols such as ethylene glycol, propylene glycol or polyethylene glycol may be 
included. 

20 

For intravenous, cutaneous or subcutaneous Injection, the active ingredient will suitably be in 
the form of a parenterally acceptable aqueous solution which is pyrogen-free and has 
suitable pH, isotonicity and stability. Those of relevant skill in the art are well able to prepare 
suitable solutions using, for example, isotonic vehicles such as Sodium Chloride Injection, 
25 Ringer's Injection, Lactated Ringer's Injection. Preservatives, stabilisers, buffers, 
antioxidants and/or other additives may be included, as required. 

The composition may be administered alone or in combination with other treatments, either 
simultaneously or sequentially dependent upon the condition to be treated and the 
30 availability of alternative or additional treatments. 

In the present invention, a composition may be administered to an individual, particularly 
human or other primate. Administration may be to a human or another mammal, for example 
rodent such as mouse, rat or hamster, guinea pig, rabbit, sheep, goat, pig, horse, cow, 
35 donkey, dog or cat. Delivery to a non-human mammal need not be for a therapeutic purpose, 
but may be for use in an experimental context, for instance in investigation of mechanisms of 
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immune responses to an antigen of interest, for example protection against cancers, 
pathogens and so on. 

This invention is particularly useful for screening chemical compounds by using axotrophin 
5 or polynucleotides or polypeptides encoded by or derived from axotrophin or binding 
fragments thereof in drug screening techniques. 

The invention provides a method of screening chemical compounds comprising contacting a 
test sample containing one or more chemical compounds to be screened with a binder 
10 selected from axotrophin, a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin and fragment of such polynucleotide or polypeptide and determining whether the 
chemical compound has bound to the binder. 

The binder may be in any suitable form including a vector, cell or composition and utilized in 
1 5 known ways of screening for chemical compounds. 

The polypeptides polynucleotides or fragments employed in such a test may either be free in 
solution, affixed to a solid support, borne on a cell surface or located intracellularly. One 
method of drug screening utilizes eukaryotic or prokaryotic host cells which are stably 
20 transformed with recombinant polynucleotides expressing the axotrophin polypeptide or a 
fragment thereof. Chemical compounds may be screened against such transformed cells in 
competitive binding assays. Such cells, either in viable or fixed form, may be used for 
binding assays in a known manner. 

Isolated proteins and polynucleotides of axotrophin may be used to obtain and identify 
25 agents which bind to a polypeptide encoded by or derived from an open reading frame 
("ORF") corresponding to axotrophin or bind to a specific domain of the polypeptide encoded 
by or derived from axotrophin. 

The invention provides a screening method for identifying an agent which binds to 
30 axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin 
comprising: 

(a) contacting an agent with axotrophin or a or polynucleotide polypeptide encoded by or 
derived from axotrophin; 

(b) determining whether the agent binds to the said polynucleotide or polypeptide; and 

35 (c) detecting the formation of a complex, formed between the agent and the said 
polynucleotide or polypeptide such that if a complex is formed, the agent is detected. 
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In a preferred screening method the compound is contacted with a polypeptide or 
polynucleotide of axotrophin in a cell for a time sufficient to form a polypeptide complex of 
the compound with the polypeptide or polynucleotide, wherein the complex drives 
expression of a receptor gene sequence in the cell, and detecting the complex by detecting 
5 reporter gene sequence expression. 

The invention also provides a kit comprising axotrophin or a polynucleotide probes and/or 
monoclonal antibodies, and optionally quantitative standards, for carrying out methods of the 
invention. 

10 

The present invention further provides a diagnostic method to identify the presence or 
expression of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoding axotrophin in a test 
sample, using a polynucleotide probe or antibodies to axotrophin, optionally conjugated or 
otherwise associated with a suitable label. 

15 

The invention provides a diagnostic method for detecting axotrophin or a polynucleotide or 
polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin comprising: 

(a) contacting a sample to be tested for the presence of a polynucleotide or polypeptide 
encoded by or derived from axotrophin with a compound that binds to a polynucleotide Dr 

20 polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin; 

(b) determining whether the compound binds to a component of the sample; and 

(c) detecting the formation of a complex, formed between the agent and the protein or 
polynucleotide and such that if a complex is formed, the polypeptide or polynucleotide is 
detected. 

Preferably the diagnostic method comprises contacting a sample under stringent 
hybridization conditions with polynucleotide primers that anneal to a polynucleotide of 
axotrophin and amplifying annealed polynucleotides, so that if a polynucleotide is amplified, 
a polynucleotide of axotrophin is detected in the sample. 

30 

In a preferred embodiment, the diagnostic method for assessing the immune response of an 
individual comprises obtaining a test sample from the individual, for example blood, 
incubating the test sample with one or more of the antibodies or one or more of a 
polynucleotide probes for axotrophin or a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded or derived 
35 from axotrophin and assaying for binding of the polynucleotide probes or antibodies to 
components within the test sample. 
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Assays according to embodiments of the present invention may employ ELISA, Western 
blot, immunohistochemistry, identification of the effects of drugs on the immune response in 
terms of induced bias towards regulatory tolerance, anergy or deletion, versus rejection and 
any other suitable technique available in the art. 

5 

Tests may be carried out on preparations containing cDNA and/or mRNA. RNA is more 
difficult to manipulate than DNA because of the wide-spread occurrence of RN'ases, which 
is one reason why cDNA analysis may be performed. 

10 However, since it will not generally be time-or labour- efficient to sequence all polynucleotide 
in a test sample or even the whole gene of interest, a specific amplification reaction such as 
PCR using one or more pairs of primers may be employed to amplify the region of interest in 
the polynucleotide if present in the sample. This may be done quantitatively, allowing for 
determination of the amount of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or 

1 5 derived from axotrophin in the test sample. 

Polynucleotide may be screened using a specific probe. Such a probe corresponds in 
sequence to a region of the relevant gene, or its complement Under suitably stringent 
conditions, specific hybridisation of such a probe to test polynucleotide is indicative of the 
20 presence of the polynucleotide molecule of. interest, and again this may be quantitated to 
provide an indication of the amount of such polynucleotide molecule in the test sample. 

Specific oligonucleotide primers may similarly be used in PCR to specifically amplify 
particular sequences if present in a test sample. 

25 

A method may include hybridisation of one or more (for example two) probes or primers to 
target polynucleotide. Where the polynucleotide is double-stranded DNA (e.g. cDNA), 
hybridisation will generally be preceded by denaturation to produce single-stranded DNA. 
The hybridisation may be as part of a PCR procedure, or as part of a probing procedure not 
30 involving PCR. A screening procedure, chosen from the many available to those skilled in 
the art, is used to identify successful hybridisation events and may allow for quantitation of 
the amount of polynucleotide present in the original sample. 

Binding of a probe to target polynucleotide (for example DNA) may be measured using any 
35 of a variety of techniques at the disposal of those skilled in the art. For instance, probes may 
be radioactively, fluorescently or enzymatically labeled. Probing may employ a standard 
blotting technique. 
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A test sample of polynucleotide may be provided for example by extracting polynucleotide 
from cells such as spleen cells or biological tissues or fluids, urine, saliva, faeces, a buccal 
swab, biopsy or blood. 

5 

A test sample may be tested for the presence of a binding partner for a specific binding 
member such as an antibody molecule (or mixture of antibodies), specific for the polypeptide 
or polypeptide of interest. The sample may be tested by being contacted with a specific 
binding member such as an antibody molecule under appropriate conditions for specific 
10 binding, before binding is determined, for instance using a reporter system as discussed. 
Where a panel of antibodies is used, different reporting labels may be employed for each 
antibody so that binding of each can be determined. 

A specific binding member such as an antibody molecule may be used to isolate and/or 
15 purify its binding partner polypeptide from a test sample, to allow for sequence and/or 
biochemical analysis of the polypeptide to determine whether it has the sequence and/or 
properties of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin. Amino acid sequencing is routine in the art using automated sequencing 
machines. 

20 

A test sample containing one or more polypeptides may be provided for example as a crude 
or partially purified cell or cell lysate preparation, for example using tissues or cells, such as 
from the spleen or a bodily fluid, preferably blood. 

25 Other tests may involve the use of blood or spleen cells taken from a test animal, individual, 
subject or patient, and ex vivo challenge of the cells with antigen to determine the presence 
or absence of an aggressive or tolerant response to the antigen. 

Suitable probes may, for example, be used to determine whether specific mRNA molecules 
30 are present in a cell or tissue or to isolate similar polynucleotide sequences from 
chromosomal DNA, for example as described by Walsh et al. (Walsh, P. S. et al., .1992, PCR 
Methods Appl 1:241-250). They may be labeled by nick translation, Klenow fill-in reaction, 
PCR, or other methods known in the art. Suitable probes, their preparation and/or labeling 
are elaborated in Sambrook, J. et al., 1989, Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual, Cold 
35 Spring Harbor Laboratory, NY; or Ausubel, F. M. et al„ 1989, Current Protocols in Molecular 
Biology, John Wiley & Sons, New York N.Y. 
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All documents mentioned anywhere in this specification are incorporated by reference. 
The invention is illustrated by the following non-limiting Examples and accompanying 
Figures. 

5 Example 1 

Transplantation Tolerance: Gene expression profiles comparing allo-tolerance 
versus allo-rejectlon 

In mice, infectious regulatory tolerance is inducible by CD4/CD8 blockade in recipients of 
vascularised heart grafts. Once established, this transplantation tolerance is robust and 

10 isolated "tolerant" spleen cells show powerful immune regulatory properties, being able to 
impose donor-specific allo-tolerance upon fully immune competent naive recipients. Using 
BALB/c-toterant CBA [H -2 k ] mice, we analysed spleen cell responses to donor (BALB/c [H- 
2 d ]) antigen at a series of time points and in comparison with an identical ex vivo series of 
BALB/c-rejectedQBA spleen cells. The key feature of rejection was rapid Interferon gamma 

15 release. In contrast. Interferon gamma in tolerance was low and less than that released in 
response to third party antigen (C57BI10 [H-2^). Positive markers of primed tolerance were 
high expression of STAT3 and c-kit, and release of LIF. Here we present a compound 
comparison of four gene arrays (tolerance versus rejection, at 48h, and at 123h) where a 
relatively small number of differentially expressed genes occurred. In rejection, there was a 

20 strong progressive amplification of Interferon gamma and granzyme B mRNAs. In tolerance, 
both Emk and axotrophin were upregulated at 123h. Mice lacking Emk develop auto-immune 
disease (Hurov et al, Mol Cell Biol, 2001). Mice lacking axotrophin show abnormal axonal 
migration during development. Taken together, our results suggest a link between 
developmental regulation and immune regulation, and highlight a possible role for axotrophin 

"5 in regulatory tolerance. 

Materials and Methods 

Generation of BALB/o-primed CBA mice 

CBA mice (H2 k ) of 10 - 12 weeks of age received a fully mismatched, vascularised BALB/c 
30 (H2 d ) heart graft to the neck, using the technique described by Chen, [Chen Z.K., Cobbold, 
S.P., Waldmann, H. & Metcalfe, S.M. Amplification of natural regulatory immune mechanisms 
for transplantation tolerance. Transplantation 62, 1200-1206 (1996)]. Tolerance was 
generated by a 21 day course of alternate day therapy using blocking mAbs to CD4 and CD8 
as previously described [Chen, Z.K., Cobbold, S.P., Waldmann, H. & Metcalfe, S.M. 
35 Amplification of natural regulatory immune mechanisms for transplantation tolerance. 
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Transplantation 62, 1200-1206 (1996)]. BALB/c-tolerantcBA spleen cells from tolerant 
recipients were isolated at least 100d after grafting for ex vivo analyses. For comparison, 
untreated CBA mice, 10 - 12 weeks of age, were grafted either with BALB/c tail skin which 
rejected by day 10, or with a BALB/c heart which rejected on day 7. The BALB/c- 
5 re/ecfecfcBA spleen cells were collected at 14d for ex vivo analyses. All procedures were 
carried out according to Home Office licence under the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 
1986, UK. 

Ex vivo cultures 

10 Culture conditions have been described in detail elsewhere [Metcalfe, S.M. & Moffatt-Bruce, 
S.D. An ex vivo model of tolerance versus rejection: Comparison of STAT1, STAT4, STAT5 
and STAT6. Clin. Chem. and Lab.Med. 38, 1195 - 1199 (2000)]. Briefly, responder spleen 
cells were obtained from either BALB/c-tolerant C BA, or BALB/c-rejected C BA, mice, and the 
tolerant and rejected cell populations were stimulated ex vivo by irradiated BALB/c spleen 

15 cells (donor antigen), using 4x1 0 7 responders to 6x1 0 7 stimulators in a total of 10ml growth 
medium supplemented with 10% FCS. After 48h, one flask each of tolerant and rejected 
spleen cells were removed for total RNA preparation. A second pair of flasks (one tolerant, 
one rejected) were boosted with a further 7x1 0 7 stimulator spleen cells at 120h, and then 
harvested at 123h. At harvest, cells were collected onto ice, with any adherent cells being 

20 included following brief treatment with 0.25% trypsin. After resuspending the cells to 
homogeneity, a 1.5ml aliquot was removed for RNA extraction. After washing in ice cold 
0.1% BSA/PBS, the cells were collected into sterile 15ml Falcon centrifuge tubes and 
pelleted at 1600rcf for 5min at +4°C. Supernatant was discarded and the tube wiped clear of 
supernatant residue prior to resuspending the cells in pre-cooled Trizol reagent, vortexed, 

25 and then immediately stored at -80°C. One ml Trizol was used per 6x1 0 6 cells. 

RNA isolation. 

Samples were brought to room temperature and kept for 10 minutes before addition of 1ml 
chloroform and vortexing to an emulsion. After 15 min the samples were centrifuged at 

30 1600rcf for 10min at 40C. The upper phase was transferred to RNA-ase-free Eppendorff 
tubes in 400ul aliquots and an equal volume of isopropanol added. After gentle mixing and 
standing for 15 min, the samples were centrifuged at 13,000g at 40C for 10 min. The 
supernatant was removed and discarded. The RNA pellet was washed in 350pl of 75 ethanol 
and sedimented at 7500g for 5 min at 40C. The supernatant was aspirated and the pellet air 

35 dried for 20 min. The aliquoted RNA pellets were collected together for each sample by 
dissolving and serial transfer of 50ul DH 2 0; a second 50pl was used to serially collect 
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washings from each tube, giving a final total sample volume of 100ul in DH 2 0. This was 
stored at -8O0C until transfer to the MRC HGRC at Hinxton Hall for customer service 
preparation of cRNA and array using Affymetrix U74 chips by standard methodologies. 

5 Gene Array. 

Analyses of the combined arrays was prepared using dChip software [Wong, C.U.W.H., 
PNAS USA, 98, 31,2001]. 

RESULTS 

10 Combined 48h and 123h arrays of the matched tolerant and rejected samples pairs gave 
129 genes showing differential expression. To identify those genes that showed a biased 
expression in either tolerance, or in rejection, the results were ranked in three ways: 
those genes showing a positive shift from 48h to 123h (Table 1); those genes with high 
expression at 123h (Table 2); and those genes (tolerant) that showed a positive shift, 

15 whilst the rejection counterpart showed a negative shift from 48h to 123h (Table 3). 

Of the genes that increased in expression from 48h to 123h, 10 were in the tolerant 
cultures with increases ranging from 1.71 fold to 4.00 fold. Expression of the same 
genes in the rejection response showed either no increase in expression or a decrease 

20 in expression (Table 1(a)). Of particular note was axotrophin, a newly discovered stem 
cell gene; cyclin B2, associated with the cell cycle and cellular migration; histone H2A-X 
thai may play a role in chromatin remodeling; and ELKl motif kinase, also known as Erk, 
required to regulate the immune response and protect against auto-immunity. Table 1(b) 
shows the 5 genes that increased in expression in rejection. Again this increase was 

25 specific to rejection, with the exception of granzyme B with a twofold increase in both 
tolerance and rejection; however, the actual levels of granzyme B mRNA were six times 
greater in rejection than in tolerance. The 12-fold increase in Interferon gamma mRNA in 
rejection was in accord with our previous findings of high Interferon gamma protein 
release in these cultures. 

30 

Of those genes that showed high expression at 123h, within the context of the four 
arrays, 15 were in the tolerant set (Table 2(a)) and included axotrophin. In rejection, 13 
genes are ranked in order of expression level in Table 2(b) with granzyme B and 
Interferon gamma being the highest. This analytical approach therefore showed 
35 correlation with phenotype with respect to granzyme B and Interferon gamma, and again 
placed axotrophin as being associated with tolerance, although the actual expression 
level was not great. A further analysis was made, identifying those genes that showed 
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increased expression in tolerance whilst showing a decreased expression in rejection 
(Table 3). This revealed Histone H2A-X, involved in chromatin structure and remodeling ; 
ELKL motif kinase ; splicing factor 3b subunit 1 (SF3b-155), acting as part of the mRNA 
splicing complex and probably involved in exon removal; and cyclin B2, a regulator of the 
5 cell cycle and also involved in cellular migration when complexed with cdc2.. 



TABLE 1a and lb: Genes showing increased expression (48h versus 123h) 



Gene 

TOLERANCE 

Dual specificity phosphatase 1 

BCL2-like 11 

Axotrophin* 

H2A histone family, member X 
Interferon stimulated protein (20kDa) 
Chemokine (C-C) receptor 6 
Cyclin B2 

Paneth cell enhanced expression 
Splicing factor 3b, sub-unit 1, 155kDa 
ELKL motif kinase** 



Accession Tolerance: Rejection: 
Number Fold increase Fold increase 



X61940 4.00 0.99 

AA796690 3.11 1.15 

AW212859 2.9 1.00 

M33988 2.22 0.46 

AW1 22677 2.21 0.95 

AJ222714 2.02 0.95 

X66032 2.01 0.59 

U37351 2.0 0.98 

A1 844532 1.93 0.59 

X70764 1.71 0.63 



Interferon gamma 
Glutaryl CoA dehydrogenase 
CD3 antigen, gamma polypeptide 
Interieukin 1 receptor antagonist 
Granzyme B 



K00083 
U18992 
M18228 



0.69 
1.20 
1.23 
1.00 
2.07 



11.98 
5.10 
3.22 
2.57 
2.52 



1 0 TABLE 2a and 2b: Genes showing high expression at 1 23h within the c 



Accession Expression level @123h 



TOLERANCE 

n-2 microglobulin 



X01838 9047 
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Ring Finger protein 10 






CD53 antigen 




3927 


Guanylate nuceotide binding protein 1 


M55544 


1005 


Spermidine spenmineNI acyl transferase 






Glycoprotein 49 A 


M65027 


975 


Chemokine (C-C) receptor 6 


AJ222H4 




olsLZ-IIKe 7 7 




752 


Paneth cell enhanced expression 






EST 


AW047461 


744 


Chemokine (C-C motif) ligand 9 


C-U49513 


593 


EST 


A1 060627 


562 


Dual specificity phosphatase 1 


X61 940 


536 


Expressed Sequence AU021774 


A1854141 


438 


Axotrophin* 


AW212859 


416 








Granzyme B 


M12302 


6766 


Interferon gamma 


K00083 


3103) 


Metallothionein 2 


K02236 




Lectin, galactose binding, soluble 1 


X 15986 




RNA binding motif protein 3 


nDU I D*ti*t 


1725 


Acidic nuclear Phosphoprotein 32 family, memi 


hor R A1R49771 


1665 


Glutaryl-Coenzyme A dehydrogenase 








uuoo/ o 


1026 


STAT5A 


AJ237939 


988 


Calcylcin 


X66449 


856 


CD3 antigen pyrophosphate 


M18228 


517 


IL1 receptor antagonist 


L38838 


511 


Exp Sequence AU044919 


X67210 


356 



Table 3. Genes showing increases in expression in tolerance and decreased 
expression in rejection 

Gene Accession Gene description 

Number 
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H2A histone family, member X M33988 Chromatin remodeling (Bassing; Bruno) 

ELKL motif kinase** X70764 Immune regulation ((Hurov) 

Splicing factor 3b, subunit 1, A1 844532 RNA splicing, intron removal (Horie) 
155kDa 

Cyclin B2 X66032 Cell cycle; cell migration (Manes) 



Example 2 

The stem cell gene axot Is associated with regulation of UF and mitogenic 
activation of T lymphocytes. 

5 

Control of "sternness" 1 for serf-renewal of stem cells, versus their differentiation during 
organogenesis, is fundamental to the new field of regenerative medicine. Leukaemia 
inhibitory factor (LIF) is critical to this control, acting as a suppressor of stem cell 
differentiation 2 ' 3 . The finding that both LIF and axot, a novel stem cell gene 1 ' 4 , are linked 

10 also to immune tolerance suggests a relationship between sternness and immunity. To 
explore this relationship we have asked if immune cells from axof 1 ' mice differ from those 
of axof* littermates. We discovered (i) that presence of axotrophin is involved in 
damping down proliferation of T, but not B, lymphocytes; (ii) that lack of axotrophin leads 
to excessive release of T cell cytokines; and (Hi) an axot gene-dose dependent 

15 suppression of LIF. This is the first evidence that fate determination mediated by LIF 
maybe linked to axotrophin, and demonstrates commonalities between sternness and 
immune tolerance that may favour acceptance of implanted stem cell allo-grafts for 
therapeutic tissue regeneration. 



20 Fate determination in stem cells is a critical feature in development, providing a balance 
between pluripotent self-renewal versus differentiated function within the whole 
organism. In regenerative medicine, understanding the molecular basis of fate 
determination of stem cells is important if they are to be used successfully in the 
treatment of disease. Fate determination pathways also play a key role in the Immune 

25 system, where reactivity is finely tuned to ensure protective tolerance towards self 
tissues whilst simultaneously being capable of aggressive attack towards foreign 
pathogens. Although the regulatory tolerance pathway is little understood, the recent 
demonstration that a single gene, foxp3, is able to orchestrate the differentiation of naive 
CD4+ T cells into regulatory T cells (Treg) 5,6 ' 7 implies the existence of "master" switches 

30 for fate determination in immunity. We have recently discovered features of immune 
tolerance that are common to regulation of stem cell fate, raising two important 
questions: do "sternness" signals play a role in autoimmunity by suppressing terminal 
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differentiation of immune effector ceils? Do allogeneic stem cells bias the allo-immune 
response towards allo-tolerance, by signaling for "sternness", so favouring successful 
therapeutic engraftment? This paper describes how we discovered that axotrophin, 
expressed in embryonic, neuronal, and haematopoietic stem cells 1 , is not only involved 
5 in regulation of T lymphocyte reactivity, but also in regulation of LIF, thereby providing a 
novel concept of immunoregulation. 

The molecular events associated with immune tolerance, versus immune aggression, 
have been compared in previous studies using an ex vivo model 8 . This is derived from 

10 mice where fully mismatched heart grafts, normally rejected by day 7, become accepted 
indefinitely after short term blockade of CD4 and CD8 (ref. 9). Once established, this 
transplantation tolerance is self-perpetuating and isolated "tolerant" spleen cells show 
powerful immune regulatory properties, being able to impose donor-specific allo- 
tolerance when infused into fully immune competent naive recipients. We characterised 

15 the ex vivo responses of the tolerant spleen cells, versus spleen cells from mice that had 
been primed to reject the same donor-type and the key features of rejection were rapid 
interferon gamma release and strongly amplified expression of genes encoding 
Interferon gamma and granzyme B. In marked contrast, tolerance showed features in 
common with sternness, these being the release of LIF and increases in c-kit {the 

20 receptor for stem cell factor (SCF)) and in STAT3 (signal transducer and activator of 
transcription 3, responsive to both SCF and LIF activity). We found that the relationship 
between LIF and tolerance was also evident in cloned Treg, showing high levels of LIF 
release in contrast to Th1 and Th2 clones. At the gene level, tolerance was associated 
with strong induction of a newly discovered stem cell gene, axot (Genbank accession 

25 number AF1 55739). To test of our hypothesis that sternness and tolerance are linked, 
we have asked if axotrophin influences immune responsiveness. 

We first looked at lymphocyte responsiveness to mitogen. Axot null (axof'') mice were 
compared to littermates that expressed either one axof allele (heterozygous, axot*') or 

30 both alleles (wild-type; axot'*). Whole cell populations were freshly isolated from the 
spleen and we measured mitogenic activation using either concanavalin A (conA) as a T 
cell mitogen, or llpopolysaccharide (LPS) as a B cell mitogen. We also looked for any 
kinetic effects on responsiveness by comparing DNA synthesis at 48h and at 72h. Since 
activated lymphocytes show a synchronised entry into the cell cycle, with S phase 

35 peaking at 48h (ref. 10), we reasoned that a consistent reduction in DNA synthesis in the 
axof null cells, compared to the axot* 1 * cells, would indicate a loss of mitogenic 
responsiveness due to lack of axotrophin. However, the level of T cell proliferation 
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showed a marked increase in the axot null cells when compared to wild-type cells. This 
was not caused by altered kinetics since the axof-related differentials were similar at 
both 48h and 72h (Fig. 1a, Fig. 16). Therefore axotrophin appeared to be repressing the 
proliferative response of T cells. Moreover, since the heterozygous axof*' - T cells showed 
5 intermediate hyper-proliferation, the repression appeared sensitive to axot gene dose. In 
marked contrast to the T cells, B lymphocyte proliferation was not significantly altered by 
axotrophin (Fig. 1c, Fig. 1d). We concluded that axotrophin plays a role in damping down 
T, but not B, lymphocyte proliferation following mitogenic stimulation. No spontaneous 
mitogenesis occurred in cultures of axof'\ axof'\ or axot'' spleen cells over a 7d period. 

10 

As a further test of functionality in the axot nutl spleen cells, we measured cytokine 
release in response to mitogen. Lack of axotrophin was associated with a two-fold 
increase in interleukin 2 (IL2) following conA treatment, in both axof null and axof 
heterozygous cell cultures (Fig. 2a). This IL2 equivalence revealed that IL2 was not a 

1 5 limiting factor for T cell proliferation, where there had been a four-fold difference. Splenic 
B cells did not release IL2 (Fig. 2b) whilst both T and B cells released IL10 in response 
to their respective mitogens. Again, only the conA-treated cultures were affected by a 
lack of axotrophin, with a ten-fold increase in IL10 in both axof*'- and axor + cell cultures 
(Fig. 2c, Fig. 2d). These findings showthat partial or total reduction of axotrophin results 

20 in a general increment in both IL2 and IL1 0 from activated T cells, but has no effect on 
IL10 release from activated B cells. Interferon gamma and IL4 were also measured and 
showed a similar axof-related increment to that found for IL2 in the conA-treated 
cultures, as detailed in the legend to Fig 1. LPS-treated cultures were negative for 
Interferon gamma and IL4. 

25 

Unexpectedly, we found that release of LIF in response to conA was strongly inhibited by 
axotrophin and that this inhibition was gene-dose dependent (Fig. 2). There was no LIF 
in the LPS-treated cultures irrespective of axot genotype. Based on the relationship 
between LIF concentration versus axot gene dose, we have hypothesised that gene 
30 dose correlates with expression levels of axotrophin. Both LIF release and T cell 
proliferation would thus appear to be critically influenced by axotrophin and our results 
would be in accord with inter-dependent links between the three. 

By analysis of phenotype and of histological structure, we looked for effects of 
35 axotrophin on the phenotypic composition of lymphoid organs. Cell sub-populations were 
identified by FACS analysis as follows: cells expressing the T cell markers CD3, CD4 
and CD8; the B cell marker CD19; the activation marker of T cells and of regulatory 
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tolerant T cells, CD25; and markers of dendritic cells, CD205 and DC33D1. None of 
these markers showed differential expression between the axof +/ \ axof'~, and axot'' 
littermates (Fig. 3). Similarly, histological assessment of the spleen and thymus showed 
no significant differences between the three axot genotypes. 

5 

Fate determination is controlled by genetic programmes that are altered by changing the 
nature and frequency of cytokine interactions within the microenvironment, both for 
totipotent and pluripotent stem cells, and for the differentiation of precursor cells. LIF is a 
key determinant of self-renewal of stem cells 11 in addition to being a neuropoietic 

10 cytokine 12 . Having shown that axotrophin may act as a negative regulator of LIF, at least 
in activated T cells, we suggest that LIF expression is functionally coupled to axotrophin 
expression, with axotrophin playing a role in co-ordinating the positive and negative 
regulation of LIF release. This would place axotrophin as a potential regulator of fate 
determination via LIF. The molecular function of axotrophin has yet to be determined and 

15 how axotrophin might influence UF release is unknown. Future work will include 
exploration of this relationship, looking for effects of axotrophin on LIF gene 
expression 13 , and on regulation of LIF-induced signaling through the LIF-R/gp130 
complex 14 ' 15 ' 16 ' 17 . 

20 As a working model we propose that LIF activity, regulated by axotrophin, is associated 
with immune tolerance. LIF may guide naive T cells towards a relatively undifferentiated, 
non-aggressive phenotype in response to presented antigen, where the circumstances 
of presentation initiate the tolerogenic LIF activity, either directly or indirectly (e.g. 
antigen presentation by immature or regulatory dendritic cells 18 - 19 and associated vitamin 

25 D activity 20 ; or reduced T cell responsiveness due to altered function of CD4/CD8 (ref. 9) 
or CD28 (ref. 21)). Thereafter, epigenetic changes, including expression of foxp3 and 
ROG™, and induction of Id transcription factors 22 , would stabilise the tolerant phenotype 
for inheritable Treg activity. A link between stem cell biology and regulatory immune 
tolerance has direct relevance to therapeutic intervention of immune-related diseases 

30 and to immunosuppressive treatment of organ transplant recipients. The work also has 
major implications for use of stem cells for regenerative medicine, since the properties 
we have discovered may enhance successful outcome of implanted stem cells in 
patients. 

35 In summary, we have discovered that axotrophin represses T lymphocyte proliferative 
responsiveness in adult mice and that axotrophin is able to act as a negative regulator of LIF, 
implying that axotrophin acts through LIF to regulate T cells. 
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METHODS 
Mice 

Gene trap insertion was used to generate axof null BALB/c mice and littermates from 
5 heterozygous parents were genotyped by PCR analysis of genomic DNA to identify axof'\ 
axof", and axof"'" pups as detailed previously. Spleen, thymus and lymph node were 
obtained from 5m old littermates and kept on ice prior to cell preparation for the analyses 
described below. The lymph node tissue yielded very few cells and was discarded. Spleen 
and thymus from axof + , axof'', and axof'' littem,ales were also taken for histology. These were 
10 bisected and fixed in 70% ethanol. Fixed tissues were embedded in paraffin blocks and 
sectioned, then stained with haematoxylin and eosin using standard procedures. 

Proliferation assays 

Splenocytes and thymocytes were teased out from each organ and collected in sterile 
15 growth medium [RPMI-1640 (Gibco™ Invitrogen Co.) supplemented with 10% FCS (Gibco™ 
Invitrogen Co.), 200mM L-Glutamine, 100U/mL Penicillin and 100ug/mL Streptomycin 
(Sigma Chemical Co.)]. The cell suspensions were washed, resuspended in growth medium 
and counted using a haemocytometer. 

20 The cells were seeded in 100ul growth medium at 5x1 0 5 nucleated cells per well in flat 
bottomed 96-well Nunclon™ tissue culture plates and incubated at 37°C, 5% C0 2 for 48h or 
72h. LPS, (Sigma Chemical Co.) at 50ug/mL and conA (ICN Biochemicals, USA) at 
10ug/mL, were added as mitogens at time zero. Ail experiments were performed in triplicate. 
Immediately prior to harvest, supernatants were collected for ELISA analysis and the cells 

25 were incubated for 2hrs in pre-warmed GM containing methyl-[ 3 H] Thymidine (TRK686, 
specific activity 80Ci/mmol, Amersham Biosciences) at a final concentration of 1pCi/mL 
Cells were harvested using a Filtermate196, Packard harvester and counted using a 
Packard TopCount.NXT™ microplate scintillation and luminescence counter. 

30 To determine the effect of LIF on Con A stimulation, BALB/c axof* splenic and thymic cells 
were incubated in the presence of Con A (2pg/mL or 10ug/mL) together with 500pg/mL or 
1000pg/mL rmLIF (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, SC-4378). Mitogensis was measured as 
described above. Controls included GM only, conA only, and LIF only, at the respective 
concentrations. 

35 

ELISA 
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ELISA's were performed on the 48h culture supernatants, in 96-well Falcon® plates using the 
DuoSet® ELISAS for Interferon gamma (DY485), IL2 (DY402), IL4 (DY404), IL10 (DY417) 
and Quantikine®M Immunoassay for LIF (MLF00), from R&D Systems. The standard curves 
were established by processing the optical density data using Microsoft Excel software and 
5 cytokine concentrations were determined using the standard curves. 

Flow cytometry 

The splenic and thymic cell suspensions were RBC depleted and washed in FACS staining 
solution (0.2% BSA and 0.1% sodium azide in 1xPBS) prior to being mixed with the various 

10 monoclonal antibodies detailed below, these being either directly or indirectly conjugated 
with Phycoerythrin (PE) or Fluorescein isothiocyanate (FITC). PE-rat anti-mouse CD19 
(557399), PE-hamster anti-mouse TCRa chain (553172) and rat anti-mouse dendritic cell 
clone 33D1 (551776) were from Pharmingen. Rat anti-mouse CD205-FITC (MCA949F), 
mouse anti-rat lgG2a heavy chain-FITC (MCA278F) and mouse anti-rat lgG2b chain-FITC 

15 were from Serotec Ltd. while rabbit anti-mouse CD25 (IL2Rcc) and goat anti-rabbit IgG 
(H&L)-PE (4050-89) were from Santa Cruz Biotechnology and Southern Biotechnology 
Associates respectively. Anti CD4 (YTS177.9.6) and anti CDS (YTS 105.18.10) were a gift 
from Professor Stephen Cobbold, University of Oxford. Analyses were performed on a 
Becton Dickinson FACSCalibur instrument equipped with CellQuest software. 

20 
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Figure Legends 
5 Figure 1. 

DNA synthesis and cytokine release by splenocvtes from axof*. axof; and axof'" 
littermates 

(a) H 3 -thymidine labeling of spleen cells stimulated for 48h (upper panels) or 72h (lower 
panels) with conA (left-hand panels) or LPS (right-hand panels). DNA synthesis and 

10 standard deviation are shown after subtraction of the respective background controls for 
each genotype. Background controls were all less than 300cpm. (b) levels of IL2 and 
IL10 in supernatants at 48h after stimulation with either conA (upper panels) or LPS 
(lower panels). Interferon gamma and IL4 were also measured: Interferon gamma was 
present in the conA culture supernatants only, the concentrations being 538pg/ml, 

15 1410pg/ml, and 909 pg/ml respectively for axof*'*, axof; and axof'' cultures. IL4 was 
also only found in the conA supernatants and was 121 pg/ml, 263 pg/ml, and 92 pg/ml 
respectively for axof'*, axof; and axof'" cultures. The regression analyses for goodness 
of fit of each ELISA were as follows, IL2, R 2 = 0.946; IL4, R 2 = 0.925; IL10, R 2 = 0.939; 
and Interferon gamma.R 2 = 0.937. 

20 

Figure 2. 

Effect of axotrophin on LIF release. 

LIF release from spleen cells of axof + '\ axof; and axof' littermates after 48h conA (left 
panel) or 48h LPS (right panel) stimulation. The regression analyses for goodness of fit 
25 was R 2 = 0.999. 

Figure 3. 

Phenotypic profile of spleen and thymus from axof* and axof'' mouse littermates. 
Whole populations of spleen and thymic cells were prepared, stained and analysed as 

30 described in Materials and Methods. The FACs data is presented in histogram format 
with the cut-off for negative staining indicated by the vertical line through each data set 
of CD4, CD8, CD3, CD19, DC33d1, and CD25 staining. The mouse axof* and axof'" 
genotypes are as indicated above each panel. Axof"'' splenocytes and thymocytes were 
also analysed and gave the same results as those shown. CD205 staining was negative 

35 throughout. 
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Claims 

1. Use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin to induce or to regulate, directly or indirectly, the immune response of an 

5 individual and/or ex vivo cell population to an antigen. 

2. Use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin in the manufacture of a medicament to induce or to regulate, directly or indirectly, 
the immune response of an individual and/or ex vivo cell population to an antigen. 

10 

3. Use according to claim 1 or claim 2 in which the immune response is in a vertebrate 
wherein the individual has a tissue or cell transplant. 

4. Use in the manufacture of a medicament of axotrophin or a polypeptide or 
15 polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin or a substance that alters amount or 

activity thereof in an individual, to boost or reduce an aggressive immune response against 
an antigen or to alter tolerance of the immune system to an antigen. 

5. Use of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from 
20 axotrophin for assaying immune status. 

6. A method of manipulating the response of the immune system to a given antigen in 
an individual the method comprising administering to the individual axotrophin or a 
polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin or a substance that 

25 enhances the amount or activity of polypeptide expressed directly or indirectly by axotrophin. 

6. A method according to claim 5 comprising potentiating or increasing the aggressive 
response of the immune system of an individual against an antigen, the method comprising 
administering to the individual a substance that decreases the amount or activity of a 

30 polypeptide expressed directly or indirectly by axotrophin. 

7. A method for determining immune status of an individual, the method comprising 
determining the level of expression of axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded 
by or derived from axotrophin in a test sample comprising tissue, cells and/or bodily fluid 

35 removed or obtained from the individual and comparing the level for the test sample with that 
of a control sample, wherein a level in the test sample greater than that of the control sample 
is indicative that the immune status in the individual comprises a tolerant immune response, 
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the immune status in the individual comprises an aggressive immune response. 

8. Isolated axotrophin, a polynucleotide or a polypeptide encoded by or derived from 
axotrophin. 

9. A method for producing axotrophin polypeptide comprising growing a culture of cells 
in a culture medium under conditions permitting expression of trie axotrophin polypeptide, 
and purifying the polypeptide from the culture or from the host cells. 

1 0. A vector for the expression of axotrophin, a polynucleotide sequence or a polypeptide 
encoded by or derived from axotrophin, the vector containing axotrophin or a polynucleotide 
sequence encoding axotrophin, a promoter sequence and a termination sequence. 

11. A composition containing axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by 
or derived from axotrophin and a pharmaceutlcally acceptable diluent, carrier or excipient. 

1 2. A method of screening chemical compounds comprising contacting a test sample 
containing one or more chemical compounds to be screened with a binder selected from 
axotrophin, a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin and 
fragment of such polynucleotide or polypeptide and determining whether the chemical 
compound has bound to the binder. 

13. A method according to claim 12 for identifying an agent which binds to axotrophin or 
a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived from axotrophin comprising: 

(a) contacting an agent with axotrophin or a or polynucleotide polypeptide encoded by or 
derived from axotrophin; 

(b) determining whether the agent binds to the said polynucleotide or polypeptide; and 

(c) detecting the formation of a complex, formed between the agent and the said 
polynucleotide or polypeptide such that if a complex is formed, the agent is detected. 

14. A method according to claim 13 in which the compound is contacted with axotrophin 
or polypeptide or polynucleotide of axotrophin in a cell wherein the complex drives 
expression of a receptor gene sequence in the cell, and detecting the complex by detecting 
reporter gene sequence expression. 

1 5. A kit comprising: 
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i) a polynucleotide or polypeptide probe and/or monoclonal antibodies said probe or 
antibodies comprising axotrophin or a polypeptide or polynucleotide encoded by or derived 
from axotrophin; and optionally 

ii) quantitative standards for carrying out method according to any one of the preceding 
5 claims. 

16. A diagnostic method for detecting axotrophin or a polynucleotide or polypeptide 
encoded by or derived from axotrophin comprising: 

(a) contacting a sample to be tested for the presence of a polynucleotide or polypeptide 
10 encoded by or derived from axotrophin with a compound that binds to a polynucleotide or 

polypeptide encoded by or derived from axotrophin; 

(b) determining whether the compound binds to a component of the sample; and 

<c) detecting the formation of a complex, formed between the agent and the protein or 
polynucleotide and such that if a complex is formed, the polypeptide or polynucleotide is 
15 detected. 

17. A diagnostic method for assessing the immune response of an individual comprising 
obtaining a test sample from the individual, incubating the test sample with one or more of 
the antibodies to or polynucleotide probes for axotrophin or a polynucleotide or polypeptide 

20 encoded or derived from axotrophin and assaying for binding of the polynucleotide probes or 
antibodies to a component within the test sample. 

18. A method according to claim 16 or claim 17 wherein step (c) comprises testing with 
an ex vivo immune cell population. 

25 

19. A method according to claim 16 or claim 17 wherein step (c) comprises testing in 
vivo. 

20. Use of a compound that binds to a polynucleotide or polypeptide encoded by or 
30 derived from axotrophin in the manufacture of a medicament for treating an individual and/or 

ex vivo cell population to modulate immune response to an antigen. 
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Sequence listing 



<120> 



<110> 



Susan Marie Metcalfe 

Method of Inducing or Modulating Immune Response 



<160> 



4 



<210> 



1 



<211> 



2728 



<212> 



mRNA 



<213> 



Homo Sapiens 



<400> 



1 



ggtggctggt tctgcgccgg atccgggaga ggggcgggcg ccattgtgct tcgctgccga 
ctgcatttcc tcagtcacgg gcctagaact ccaaggagaa aggcggcgaa aaatctttaa 
gaatggagtc taaaccttca aggattccaa gaagaatttc tgttcaacct tccagctcct 
taagtgctag gatgatgtct ggaagcagag gaagtagttt aaatgatacc tatcactcaa 
gagactcttc atttagattg gattctgaat atcagtctac atcagcatca gcatctgcgt 
caccatttca atctgcatgg tatagtgaat ctgagataac tcagggagca cgctcaagat 
cgcagaacca gcaacgggat catgattcaa aaagacctaa actttcctgt acaaactgta 
ctacctcagc tgggagaaat gttggaaatg gtttaaacac attatcagat tcatcttgga 
ggcatagtca agttcctaga tcttcatcaa tggtacttgg atcatttgga acagacttaa 
tgagagagag gagagatttg gagagaagaa cagattcctc tattagtaat cttatggatt 
atagtcaccg aagtggtgat ttcacaactt catcatatgt tcaagacaga gttccttcat 
attcacaagg agcaagacca aaagaaaact caatgagcac tttacagttg aatacatcat 
ccacaaacca ccaattgcct tctgaacatc agaccatact aagttctagg gattccagaa 
attctttaag atcaaatttt tcttcaagag aatcagaatc ttcccgaagc aatacgcagc 
ctggattttc ttacagttca agtagagatg aagccccaat cataagcaat tcagaaaggg 
ttgtttcatc tcaaagacca tttcaagaat cttctgacaa tgaaggtagg cggacaacga 
ggagattgct gtcacgcata gcttctagca tgtcatctac ttttttttca cgaagatcta 
gtcaggattc cttgaataca agatcattga attctgaaaa ttcttacgtt tctccaagaa 
tcttgacagc ttcacagtcc cgtagtaatg taccatcagc ttctgaagtt cccgataata 
gggcgtctga agcttctcag ggatttcgat ttcttaggcg aagatggggt ttgtcatctc 
ttagccacaa tcatagctct gagtcagatt cagaaaattt taaccaagaa tctgaaggta 
gaaatacagg accatggtta tcttcctcac ttagaaatag atgcacacct ttgttctcta 
gaaggaggcg agagggaaga gatgaatctt caaggatacc tacctctgat acatcatcta 
gatctcatat ttttagaaga gaatcaaatg aagtggttca ccttgaagca cagaatgatc 
ctcttggagc tgctgccaac agaccacaag catctgcagc atcaagcagt gccacaacag 
gtggctctac atcagattcg gctcaaggtg gaagaaatac aggaatatca gggattcttc 
ctggttcctt attccggttt gcagtccccc cagcacttgg gagtaatttg accgacaatg 
tcatgatcac agtagatatt attccttcag gttggaattc agctgatggt aaaagtgata 
aaactaaaag tgcgccttca agagatccag aaagattgca gaaaataaaa gagagcctcc 
ttttagagga ctcagaagaa gaagaaggtg acttatgtag aatttgtcaa atggcagctg 
catcatcatc taatttgctg atagagccat gcaagtgcac aggaagtttg cagtatgtcc 
accaagactg tatgaaaaag tggttacagg ccaaaattaa ctctggttct tcattagaag 
ctgtaaccac ctgtgaacta tgtaaagaga agttggagct taacctggag gattttgata 
ttcatgaact acatagagct catgcaaatg aacaagctga gtatgagttt atcagctctg 
gtctctacct agtggtgtta ttgcacttgt gcgaacaaag cttttctgat atgatgggaa 
atacaaatga accaagcaca cgtgtccgat ttattaacct tgcaagaact cttcaggcac 
atatggaaga tctcgaaact tcagaggatg attccgaaga agacggagac cataacagga 
catttgatat tgcctaactt catataagac agatggatga tctgtgaaca taagtgttta 
ttaaaaatgg caattaaata taaattactt ttgtggggga atgcctaata aatacattga 
ctatatataa aatgaatata tacatacaca tgtatgcctg tatatatata ttcattctcc 
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agtgttgctg aattaaaatt ctgctggact ttttaacata gcaaatccga tgtttataaa 24 60 

ctggtaatca aaaaggtttt ttcttttagg tgagtgggaa agtattaccc ttgttttaaa 2520 

tatctaagca atgcctatca accctttttt gtgttatgat tactgtagtc atatttatga 2580 

aaaaaggttt gtgttttact cttgctagtg agaaaagtgg gacaaaatat acttttgaaa 2640 

taaaatgcta tatggcacct aattattttt tcttttaaaa tgccttaagt tgcagtctca 2700 

ttttgataat catttgcttc cagtgttt 2728 



<210> 2 

<211> 2720 

<212> mRNA 

<213> Mus mus cuius 

<400> 2 

cgcatccgga ggggcggccg ccattgtgct 

gagccgagcc gagcccagcg aggaaggcgg 

ccctgcagcg gagtgctcgg tggaagaggg 

ggattccaag aagaatttct gttcaaccct 

gaaacagagg aaccagttta aatgattcat 

attctgaata tcagtctgca tcagcatcag 

acagtgagtc tgagatacct cagggagcgc 

atgactcaaa gagacccaag ctttcctgta 

acggtgggag tgggttaaat acagtgtcag 

gatcttcatc aatggtactt ggttcatttg 

tggacaggag aagagagtcc tccatcagca 

atttcacaac ttcatcatat gttcaagaaa 

gaccaaaaga gaatgcagtg agcactttac 

tgccttctga ccatcagaca gtaccaagtt 

cacatttttc tccaagacaa tcagaatctt 

atttttcaag tagaaatgaa actccaacta 

gaccatatcg agaatcttct gacaatgaag 

ggatagcttc tagcatgtca tctacttttt 

atacaagatc tttgagttct gaaaattata 

ggaataatgg aacctcctcg tcctctgacg 

agggatttag atttcttagg cgaagatggg 

ctgaaccaga ggcagaaaat tttaaccaag 

tgtcttcttc acttagaaat agatgcacac 

gggatgagtc ttcaagaatg tctacgtcag 

gagattcaaa tgaagtagtt catcttgaag 

accgaccaca agcatctgga gcgtcaagca 

tgcctcaggg tggaagaaat ccaggactaa 
ttgcagtccc accagcactc ggcagtaatc 
ttatcccttc tggttggaat tcaactgatg 
caagagaccc agaaaaactt cagaaaatca 

atgaagaaga aggggactta tgtagaattt 

tattgataga gccgtgcaaa tgcacaggga 

aaaagtggtt acaagccaaa attaattctg 

aactctgtaa agagaagttg caacttaacc 
gagctcatgc aaatgaacaa gctgagtatg 

tcttactgca cttgtgtgaa caaagctttt 

gcactcgtgt ccgatttatt aaccttgcaa 
aaacttcaga ggatgaattc tgaagaagat 

taacttcatt taagaaaaaa aaaaaaaagg 

caattaagta tggataattt catggggtaa 



tcgtcgccga cttctctgcc ggtagcccga 60 
cggcggtgtg gctgcggcga gcgcgacact 120 
aaaccttaag aatggagtct aaaccttcca 180 
ctggctcttt aagcactagg atggtgtctg 240 
atcattctag agactcctcc tttagactgg 300 
cgtgtgcatc accatgtcag cctgcctggt 360 
gggcacgagc acagacccag cagcgggatc 420 
caaactgtgc atctacctca gctgggagga 480 
attcttcttg gaggcatagt caagttccca 540 
gaacagactt gatgagagaa aggagagatt 600 
atcttatgga ttataatcac cgaagtggtg -660 
gagttccttc ttcatattca cagggagcaa 720 
agttgaattc atcatccacc aatcaccaat 780 
ctagggactc cagtagaagt tctttcagat 840 
ttcgcaacag ttcacatcct gcattttcat 900 
taagcaattc agaaaggggt tcatctcaga 960 
gtaggcgtac aactaggaga ttgctgtcac 1020 
tctcacgaag atctagtcaa gattccttga 1080 
tttctccgag aaccctgact tcacagtctc 1140 
tcagtgaggg cagggcagct gaagcatctc 1200 
ggttgtcgtc gctcagccaa aatcatagct 1260 
aatcagaagg tagaaattca ggaccatggt 1320 
ctttgttctc gagaaggagg cgagagggaa 1380 
atgtaccacc tagatctcat attttcagaa 1440 
cacagggtga ctcccttggg gctgctgcca 1500 
gtgctgctgc aggtggctcc accccagagt 1560 
cagggattct tcctggctcc ttgttccggt 1620 
tggctgacaa tgtcatgatt actgtagata 1680 
ggaaaaatga taaagctaaa agtgcacctt 1740 
aagaaagcct ccttttagag gactctgatg 1800 
gtcagatggc agcagcgtca tcatctaatt 1860 
gcctgcagta cgtccatcaa gagtgtatga 1920 
gctcttcatt agaggctgtg actacctgtg 1980 
tggaggattt tgatattcat gaactacata 2040 
agtttatcag ctctggtctc tacctagttg 2100 
ctgatatgat gggaaataca attgaaccaa 2160 
gaactcttca ggcacatatg gaagatctcg 2220 
ggagaccata agagaatgct tgatattgcc 2280 
atgatctgtg aacatgttta ttaaaactgg 2340 
tgcctagtag attaattgac tatacataaa 2400 
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atgaatatat atatatacat gtataaatgt 
actgaaattc ttgagctgga ccctttaaca 
taatccaagc atttttcctt ttggtgagtg 
aacagtgctc atcaactttc ttctttgttg 
aatgtttgtg tattagtctc ttgctagtga 
taaaatgcca atggcaccta 



aaatatatat tcattctcaa gtattgctga 24 60 
ctggccagcg aatctcatgt ttataatatg 2520 
ggaaagcatt acccttgttt gaaatatcta 2580 
caattactgt agtcatattt atgggaaaaa 2 640 
aaaaaagtca gataaaatgt ccttttgaaa 2700 
2720 



<210> 3 

<211> 704 

<212> Polypeptide 

<213> Homo Sapiens 

<400> 3 



1 meskpsripr risvqpsssl sarmmsgsrg sslndtyhsr dssfrldsey qstsasasas 
61 pfqsawyses eitqgarsrs qnqqrdhdsk rpklsctnct tsagrnvgng lntlsdsswr 
121 hsqvprsssm vlgsfgtdlm rerrdlerrt dssisnlmdy shrsgdftts syvqdrvpsy 
181 sqgarpkens mstlqlntss tnhqlpsehq tilssrdsrn slrsnfssre sessrsntqp 

2 41 gfsysssrde apiisnserv vssqrpfqes sdnegrrttr rllsriassm sstffsrrss 

3 01 qdslntrsln sensyvspri Itasqsrsnv psasevpdnr aseasqgfrf lrrrwglssl 

3 61 shnhssesds enfnqesegr ntgpwlsssl rnrctplfsr rrregrdess riptsdtssr 
421 shifrresne vvhleaqndp lgaaanrpqa saasssattg gstsdsaqgg rntgisgilp 

4 81 gslfrfavpp algsnltdnv mitvdiipsg wnsadgksdk tksapsrdpe rlqkikesll 
541 ledseeeegd lcricqmaaa sssnlliepc kctgslqyvh qdcmkkwlqa kinsgsslea 
601 vttcelckek lelnledfdi helhrahane qaeyefissg lylvvllhlc eqsfsdmmgn 
6 61 tnepstrvrf inlartlqah medletsedd seedgdhnrt fdia 

<210> 4 

<211> 693 

<212> Polypeptide 

<213> Mus musculus 

<400> 4 

1 meskpsripr risvqpsgsl strmvsgnrg tslndsyhsr dssfrldsey qsasasacas 
61 pcqpawyses eipqgarara qtqqrdhdsk rpklsctnca stsagrnggs glntvsdssw 
121 rhsqvprsss mvlgsfgtdl mrerrdldrr ressisnlmd ynhrsgdftt ssyvqervps 
181 sysqgarpke navstlqlns sstnhqlpsd hqtvpssrds srssfrshfs prqsesfrns 
241 shpafsyfss rnetptisns ergssqrpyr essdnegrrt trrllsrias smsstffsrr 
301 ssqdslntrs lssenyispr tltsqsmng tssssdvseg raaeasqgfr flrrrwglss 
3 61 lsqnhssepe aenfnqeseg rnsgpwlsss lrnrctplfs rrrregrdes srmstsdvpp 
421 rshifrrdsn evvhleaqgd slgaaanrpq asgasssaaa ggstpelpqg grnpgltgil 
481 pgslfrfavp palgsnladn vmitvdiips gwnstdgknd kaksapsrdp eklqkikesl 
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541 lledsddeee gdlcricqma aasssnllie pckctgslqy vhqecmkkwl qakinsgssl 
601 eavttcelck eklqlnledf dihelhraha neqaeyefis sglylvvllh lceqsfsdnim 
661 gntiepstrv rfinlartlq ahmedletse def 



